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I. The historical importance of Henry Vs charter of 
liberties has been fully recognised by the leading writers ' of 
our time. Shortly quoted and confirmed by Stephen and 
Henry IL in their charters of liberties, it was called Magna 
Carta in the beginning of the thirteenth century,^ if not 
earlier; its influence on the constitutional struggle under 
King John has been often pointed out from the St Albans* 
chroniclers. Messrs. Round and Hall ^ but lately showed its 
remarkable use in a French ducutncnt of the same age. No 

> Stubbs, Constiiut. Hist* (1874) i. 305; Freeman, WiU» Rufiu^ li. 352. 

' Glasgow register. 

' Also Ilovedenii Continuator (ap. Walt. Coventr. ii. 218) mentions in 1214 
carta Hberiaium ab Htnnw /. An^ da/a ; and S. Edmundi Monachus in his 
EUciio Mugmis (ap. Arnold, Mtm, of Si, Bimun<Ps^ iL 126) speaks of the eom^ 
metio inter regem d barones, quod rex cartani ab Henrico patre [scribe's fault for 
proaX'o\ super maioribus Uhrtatibus conjirmatam adnickilare nite^iur, 

* Engl, llisl. Kev. 1894, 326 ; cp. below, 26 : I"r. 
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apology, therefore, is needed, if herewith a first attempt is 
ventured to ascertain its authentic words from 28 texts * It 

has to be reconstructed, as none of the more than thirty- 
originals ^ once existing is preserved to us. Many former 
editors^ have, indeed, picked up in their notes one or other of 
the numberless variations between the manuscripts, but they 
liavc not tried to distinguish scribes' errors, intentional altera- 
tions, forging tendencies, and the differences resulting from 
the fact that several exemplars of equal authenticity went out 
from Westminster on or shortly after that fifth of August 
1 100, when Heniy was crowned. 

2. To begin with this last class of variations, it is clear 
that the charter/ sent throughout all England, was addressed 
to every single county separately. We still possess the word- 
ing of the addresses to Worcestershire and Herts ;^ Abetot 
and Bocland, whom they mention, were then sheriflTs. The 
copyists to whom we owe these addresses both remark that each 
county received a copy.'° They might cither, as \vc do now, 
conckide this from the special restriction of the address to one 
county ; or possibly they had seen copies addressed otherwise. 

3. When Wcndover " tells us that I Icnry ' had the charters 
deposited in the abbeys of ihc sini,^le counties,' this is 
hardly more than a mere inference from the existence of a 
copy at St. Albans, This was probably not true in the case 
of all the abbeys, nor certainly would it apply to the abbeys 
alone. While Wendover seems fain to enhance the im- 
portance of monastic archives generally as hoards of consti- 
tutional muniments, Matthew Paris'' goes a step further. In 

* I have neglected most modern copies, nor do I pretend to know all the 
copies that may exisrt, ihoiigh not mentioned in printed cataloj^ues of manuscripts. 
Sunietimes their references lead us astray through a confusion with other llcorics : 
Julius A IX. f. t6o bf t^g.^ i» Hcniy III. 

0 On plurality of authentic exemplars see Giiy, Mamtelde di/hm* la 
' Sec below, 30. 

* Edkto per Angliam misso ; Will. Malmesbur. AV^. v. 
■ Cp. below, 21 sq., cUsses i. ii. 

Htihuit quWhet comitahts takm So 3 ; Facte sunt M eharle ^tai tamiiatta 
All>wa. Albpa. [These symbuls are explained below, 21 sch].] 
•> Albwa. Albpa. Albh. 
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this respect he places St Albans in a proud position beside 
the two metropolitan cathedrals, and he aims at the same 
time a blow at the royal power in a statement confirmed by 
no other authority, and perhaps due to the excited imagina- 
tion of this baronial partisan. Henry I., he tells us, afterwards 
withdrew the exemplars of this charter, so that only Canter- 
bury, York and St. Albans retained one each. This state- 
ment may serve as an argument that the charter was larc la 
the thirteenth century, but that Canterbiir\ jiossessed a copy; 
and this would be identical with the document used by 
archbishop Stcplien Langton. It is now lost as well as the 
York charter. But Paris's main contentinti, that only three 
churches then possessed copies, is refuted by the present 
existence of at least four versions from other archives. Nor 
does his story of an ensuing suppression of the charter at all 
agree with the fact that Stephen and Henry II. confirmed the 
liberties granted by Henry I., without mentioning that his 
charter had been in abeyance. 

4. Another attempt to enhance the importance of the St 
Albans text (if not to exempt the abbey from the shrievalty) 
appears in the impudent alteration of Bocland's title vicecomiti^ 
correctly given in the annals of 1 100, into iustictario Ati^iu\ 
imder 1 213. Owing to this corruption by Wendovcr, whom 
I'aris faithfully follows, Hugh of liocland was crruncuusly 
put in the former lists of chief justiciars. 

5. One exemplar was deposited in the treasury at 
Winchester.'* It bore, I presume, that general address to all 
England which, though more or less mutilated,'^ exists ia 
three or four classes of our manuscripts, and among them in 
the version copied by our informant This was probably the 

'* Then or later on existed* however* among the innnimentii of the archiepi- 
scopate a copy of the Westminsicr cla.ss (see below. 27 : Cant.). If Langton lutd 

Si'cn this, its monastic interpolation would h.ive been probably much wider known, 
while the St. Albans cbronicif i-s distinctly say the grantees in the charter pro- 
duced by Langton were ecclesi* Anigiicafta a metgnaUs', Wendover a. 1214*1 Mac 
Paris, ii. 583. 

" In aerario apud IVinlonmm eonsen'aii prcutepit \ Ilaup. 

\Vc m\ % the prelates and carls who generally precede barouibus et fidelifms 
ia the most solemn Anglo-Norman charters. 
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record that Stephen and Henry IL confirmed. The latter/^ 
and perhaps the former as well, quoted some words from it 
It had most likely disappeared before the middle of the 
thirteenth century, as the compiler of the Red Book of the 
Exchequer had the Worcestershire version copied. 

6. The beginning of the Rochester version, on the other 
hand, ou<,^ht long at;o to have disappeared from the editions of 
the charter. Not pretending to be documentary at all, this 
line inserts an historical remark between the name and the 
title of the king ; and it commences with a gross chrono- 
logical error. 

7. Traces of a Wilts and a Northamptonshire copy may 
lurk behind the allusions to the charter which we find in 
William of Malmesbury and in the work of the Anglo-Saxon 
of Peterborough.** 

8. While three addresses, different but of equal authen- 
ticity, ought to be printed in parallel columns, I shall give 
the list of witnesses in all the six ^ versions : not because I 
consider all of them authentic — I shall rather show one to be 
an invention, and all to have been tampered with, — but 
because t despair of the list being emended with any degree 
of certainty. To an author who used the Rochester version 
only, it seemed to 'indicate the small number of powerful 
men who had as yet adhered to Henry.* The more valuable 
appears the Worcester list, the fullest of all. All its n^mes 
but two are confirmed by other versions. All of them fit in 
perfectly with what wc know from other sources about Henry's 
earliest court Robert Fitz Hamon and Robert Malet occur, 
indeed, in this version only ; but the former signed Henry's 
recall of archbishop Anselm,^' and the latter was among the 
courtiers banished soon afterwards. The monks of St. Albans, 
Hexham and Westminster^^ give no name which is wanting 

Alalas i0Hsi4ftudines = I, 2. 
1* Leges regis Etfwardi^ 13 ; compare 12. 10 with Stq>hen*s longer charter. 
i» He alludes to Art. i, i ; 6-8; 13. 

'"He alludes to I and (?) 13. ^ Dm breaks off in 6, I. 

Epist. Ans. iii. 41. 

If Ciselhrl is inlcrjwlated ; sec below, lo. 
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at Worcester ; each rather leaves out some at the end. It 
seems scarcely too much to assume that all those barons had 
once figured in the exemplars of these three monasteries as 
well as at Worcester, and that only when they had come to 
be forgotten, their names were omitted by lazy copyists. 
Such an intentional omission seems, indeed, to be implied in 
.the St. Albans addition aliis multis. Still Worcester lacks 
Henr. de Portu, mentioned at Rochester. This cannot be a 
Kentish interpolation ; nor is this Norman baron totally un- 
known. Two theories, then, may be sui^f^^ested : either the 
Worcester scribe skipped the name (that all the rest did so 
would be no marvel, as they omitted the precedent names as 
well), or the authentic originals differed among themselves 
at the end of the charter just as we know them to have done 
at its beginning. If so, bishop Gundulf and abbot Giselbert 
Crispin may really have witnessed the Kentish and the West- 
minster exemplar respectively. A further conclusion would 
be, that the chief prelates of that county to which the parti- 
cular exemplar went were mentioned as witnesses. But as 
such a conclusion is not confirmed by other facts, I rather- 
prefer to assume that only one series of witnesses was authen- 
tic, or, in other words, that ' Gundulf and 'Giselbert' were 
interpolated by their own monks. 

9. As to Rochester, we saw above how this version 
tampered with the beginning line of the charter, and I shall 
have to show other instances of inaccuracy. Amon^j the 
witnesses it lacks three barons mentioned at Worcester— 
Steward Eudo among them, whom Hexham also records — and 
skips twice the name of the cathedral city after the bishop's 
name. The value of this authority has been altogether over- 
rated. Gundulf may, indeed, have hastened to Henry's side at 
once (as the other disciples of Lanfranc in English monasteries 
became the King's stout partisans soon after), and may have 
been present at his coronation. But did he witness the 
charter? Several arguments raise grave suspicion against 
this contention. The sainted bishop's name, which no clerk 
would have failed duly to repeat, appears at Rochester only. 
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It wants the localising qualification Rojf, which only to a 
Rochester monk might seem superfluous. It stands just at 
the place where the other versions unanimously mention 
G. epo Hereford.^ i.e. Gerard, soon after archbishop of York, 

the very soul of Henry's earliest government** That he wit- 
nessed the charter admits no doubt ; and it is very unh'kcly 
that he was left out from the witnesses of the Kentish 
original. I rather assume that the lazy co[)yist dropped 
Hereford., just as he certainly did drop other names, and that 
lie or some later Rochester monk extended the compendium 
G, into Gji7idulfo. 

lo. As to G. abb, Crispino^ these words appear only in 
that version which wc shall prove to have been corrupted by 
a monastic forger.^ Gilbert must, indeed, have been present at 
the coronation in his own abbey. Nor would it strike us^ if 
the abbot of Westminster had signed the charter between 
bishops and earls. But here again the place where G. was 
abbot is wanting. Nor do family names of abbots appear in 
formal Anglo-Norman records. Gilbert indeed bears the 
name of Crispin (so did his grandfather, father and other rela- 
tions-') with v\ illiam of J umicgcs,-*' Ailrcd of Ricvaulx,^^ and 
in several books of Le Bec,^^ the abbey from which he came. 
But he docs not call himself so in his * Disputatio Judaei,' 
seemingly his only work '^'■^ now extant. He is not addressed 
as Crispin by Saint Anselm ^'^ or by the verbose poet of St. 
Austin's.^' Several strictly contemporary historians,^^ some 

S«e my Qaairipartitus^ p. 36. Gerard signed the king's invitation to 
Aiisclm together with three other witnesses of the charier; see abov^ note 21. 
IJelow, 20. " De gcncre Crispinorum. 

-* He quotes VUa Iferluini a Gisleberto Crispino postca abbate Watmon- 
aiiiricusi-, vii. 22. *' VUa Edwardif 2. 

•* CataL litr. Beet, {Hist, HUtr, x. 196) ; Vita Lanfranci, 7 ; Chron. Becc. 
Several writings formerly ascribed to him belong lo other Gilberts ; Wrightg 
Iriflgr. Bi-it. lit. ii, 70. The MSS. in Telcrhouse, Cambriilge, quoted l)y Cave, 
tlo not specify whicli Gilbert they mean, as Mr. W. E. liarnes has been kind 
enuugi) to iiifonn nic. 
* Epist. ii. 16. 36. 47. 

See my • Rn^inal 1 von Canterbury,* Neues Arckhf^ xiii. 525. 
*- Eadmcr, Ts'ov. IV a. iioS ; Fluient. Wig. a. 1117 ; Ann. Anglosax, Petro- 
burg. 1117 i OrderiCj vi. ; French pucm ou Edward the Coiif. v. 4649. 
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royal documents,^' and Ansclm's letters mention him, and 
his epitaph^^ praises him without the family name. We may 
therefore venture to believe that Crispino in the witnesses* list 
is not authentic, and we may consider the four words et G. a, 
Cr. as a private intcr{)olation. 

1 1. One title among the witnesses remains doubtful. 
Walter Giffard is called earl in three versions, and in two he 
is not.'^ If we can trust Orderic, Walter was then carl of 
Buckingham. If so/ com, would be authentic But unluckily 
the history of this earldom seems far from certain.^ 

12. Lastly, one version, viz. the Quadripartitus, exhibits 
no particular name in the witnesses' line, but mentions, 
prelates, lay barons, sheriffs, and optimaUs collectively. This 
form is by no means found in all the copies addressed to 
England generally, of which three rather agree with the 
county copies in giving individual witnesses. It has no 
parallel in Anglo-Norman charters. The legal idea of a 
witness requires a particular man to be responsible, and not a 
whole class. Sheriffs were usually the recipients, but not the 
witnesses, of royal ordinances. Optimates savours more of 
an ecclesiastical scriptorium than of the king's chancery. To 
contend that four days after the Red King's death the ' arch- 
bishops, bishops, earls, barons and sheriffs of all England' 
could have been summoned, and that they hastened to 
Westminster, must have sounded absurd at the time, when 
Anselm was still in Burgundy. Now the formula arckiepiscopiSt 
episcopis, comitibus, baronibus^ vicecomitibus totius Angliae is 
indeed well known from Anglo-Norman records ; only there 
it is not the last line, but the first — namely, the address. This 

" Mottast, ArigHc. \. 30 1. 
- ii. 51, perhaps ii. 13, and possibly i. 75, ii. 30, 
•* M<m. Avgl. i. 301. 

** Freeman ( Wilt. Ku/usy ii, 358), using the latter only, aslcs : * Why does 
not U'aiUr GiJJ'ai d sii^n as Earl? Or is it his svuf 13ut he cnnfonnils ihe 
Con(;uernr's conij anion and his son, who died in 1102. The Luter is called 
iomcs Bucciti^ekam by Orderic (iv. 20. 183) under the years 1097 atul 1102, and 
leaves a son a minor. Planch^ (< The GilTords ' in Jourtt, Brit* ArchaoL Asm, 
xxix. 58) had already corrected Dugdale, but does not Seem very critical* 

" Cp. Round, Cw/, Mtutdevillet 272. n. 3. 
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witnesses* line may, therefore, safely be rejected as a private 
invention, most likely of the author of the Quadripartitus 
himself, who has committed worse foi^eries than this."* 

13. The last line, giving the date, is wanting or only 
abbreviated in those versions which omit some witnesses too. 
The coronation was at Westminster, and though the Rochester 
version puts London instead, jiu^t as William of Aialmcsbury 
docs, it has the same meaning, proving that the western 
minster was already before the middle of the century^'-' loosely 
sjjoken of as an outpost of the growing city. The authentic 
copies had no doubt all of them Westm. The last word, 
VaUte^ found in two good versions, seems unusual in royal 
charters. Possibly two clerks independently subjoined it 
from letters or deeds. 

14. If, then, the authentic exemplars of the charter 
differed certainly in the address, and possibly in the con- 
eluding lines, may they not have presented various readings 
in the main body, the articles, as well ? These articles are 
not numbered in the manuscripts. Nor do breaks, full stops 
or initials occur at the same points everpvhere. The originals, 
therefore, seem now and then, quite arbitrarily, to have 
begun a fresh sentence with a inajusclc, I shall retain the 
usual numbering, but, for the convenience of quotation, I 
have introduced a subdivision into parai^^raphs. The splitting 
of the charter into two chapters, on the other hand, must be 
abandoned. This whim is due to a rubricator of the 'Leges 
Henrici ' heading article 9 with De confirmationelegutnEdwardi 
regis. Quadripartitus, whom the * Leges ' follow, does not 
give it ; it is therefore not authentic Some other rubrics 
must also be discarded, as they come either from those * Leges,' 
or are marginal additions, by another hand than the scribe's 
in Sc 2, That any original could have borne a general 
Inscription like Institutiones or Leges regis Henrici need 
scarcely be refuted. These general rubrics, widely different 
in the various manuscripts, ought to be relegated from the 
heading of the text to the annotations. 

My Quadr, p. 163. •* My Lc^es An^l. s. xiii. p, 62, 67. 
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15. There are, indeed, fifteen variations in the articles 
which I cannot otherwise explain than by the assumption that 
the originals themselves differed, viz. all those cases where 
some whoU classes deviate from several other whole classes of 
manuscripts. As medisval scribes hardly ever copied two 
pages without a dozen errors, we shall not expect to find 
chancery clerks perfectly correct in minute matters. Now al! 
these variations concern the style only, never affect tl.c sense, 
and are without any exception ^° of the most trifling kind. 
The corruption o{ gcldis mto gildis [ilj was most likely in 
two (or more) originals ; Domesday clerks often distorted 
English words. Differences like these seem to be original ; 
they must not be dropped in the future final edition. I shall 
mark them below by an asterisk*. 

16. Fifty variations will be distinguished below by a 
dagger f. Resting each on one prototype only, they are due 
either to a private copyist or (what seems much less likely) to 
a clericus regis unintentionally slipping from the ideal chancery 
text, and not carefully enough collating it afterwards. Instead 
oigravamtne alleviati one version has ailevamine alleviati [11]; 
the meaning required is ' freed from a burthen ; ' exactly the 
same sense is expressed by this variant (which, for stylistic 
reasons, I cannot help considering as a corruption), viz. 
'relieved by a relief/ None of these variations concern the 
sense, most of them are transpositions, omissions, or additions 
of superfluous words, and the interchanging of sivc, sen, ve!, 
etf aut^ non^ nec. The widest deviations are viro for inarito, 
concedo instead of facio^ and facere constieverat for faciebat*^ 
I, for one, should rather ascribe them to private copyists than 
to ofKcial clerks, the more so as esseamcedo for facto occurs in 
another private alteration,^^ and assuetum erai stands instead 
of faciebat [8] at another place with another compiler. 

17. All the remaining variations, more than two hundred, 
I consider as corruptions. The bulk of them are clearly not 
due to the readings of the prototypes, but to individual and 

See, however, I clow, 18. *' 2 ; i, i ; 3, 3, 

" Another explanation remains, however, possible ; sec bcluw, 27 Gl. 
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later scribes, as in those cases where sister-manuscripts of the 
same class present a reading in harmony with the other main 
classes.''^ Though I must, below, overload the notes with 
these variations, I do so only in order to enable the reader to 
examine my classification of the manuscripts. The future 
final edition of Henry's charter may safely drop at least all 
these and perhaps many more variations. While most of 
them are mere sHps» especially unintentional omissions, some 
are intended as embellishments, or to give fuller or clearer 
readings.** The historical compilation possessed by Bromton/* 
and the quasi-legal one composed by a London citizen under 
John/* offer striking exampleSw The scribe here alters the 
obsolete old English lagam into the more classical legem.*'' 
He expresses his respect for the baronial share in govern- 
ment, aiui his liatrcd of roy.\l taxation by four small inser- 
tions.'^ The Glasgow scribe wants goods, stolen during the 
interregnum from the king or other owners, to be returned ' to 
the Church' (14). A similar ecclesiastical tendency may lurk 
behind his alteration of the Church's dominium, which the 
king promises to take nothing away from during a vacancy, 
into res ecdesiae [i, i]. 

18. A certain group of variations, though resting on a 
prototype, must be excluded from the dagger-class of possibly 
authentic variations^ because they are grammatical' errors, 
or for historical reasons. As the king's title then was rtx 
Anglorum, it is an error if, according to the style adopted 
after Richard I., Anglie is read. Nor do I consider the 
omission oi Dei gratia in only one version as original, though 

^ On« must not feel puzsled if in a few cues manuscnpts of diflPerent dassrs 
deviate from the correct text in the same way. This is only to be expected in 
such a host of variations. 

mariiOi 3, 2 ; 4 ; Fr likes to alter qtiis into aliijuis, 6, I (and Lond. n<lds 
the word, 4» l ; 5> i) ; Fr altefs emsilio into non nisimundum cmsiliut/iy 3, 2. 

*» gerOf l» I ; quiiicm ; fore islas, 1,2. assuetum trai^ 8. 

*' 9. 13 ; cp. William I.'s Ai tides iufitnafur. For Eadward most 

MSS. have the modernised form EihoaniyOWQ AcJzi'ard, the Vtcnc\\m:in Edtn'ard. 

** He addsflJJ«<f« {consiiio) io consilio {ccnsensu) iiaronum, i ; 10 ; and to the 
articles on taxation octasionibus and omttino, i, i ; 11. See my Le^cs An^'l. p. 71. 

* Revdare for relcvare constantly in Sc a* 
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it used to be left out in charters "'" addressed to a county for 
the benefit of a private grantee. Culpa for iustiim [8, i] savours 
more of foreign than Anglo-Norman law. Between tempore 
patris and aliorum anUcessorum the insertion of fratris would 
disturb the chronological order [8]. Henry wanted to charge 
his brother, but not his father (and certainly not him alone), 
with the abuse of having heirships redeemed. He reformed 
the wardship of baronial lands and of children. Patris for 
fratris and the omission of et are therefore errors of the scribe 

19. Liberating the domain lands of tenants by knight's 
service from taxes, the \dnv^ expressed the hope that in re- 
turn they would the better prepare themselves for military 
service ; here Ouadripartitus adds: ^ sicut boiignitas nica 
propensior est in cis, ita michi fideles sint ' [ T I ]. Th is superfluous 
line, personifying an abstract quality and employing two 
words with a higher fligiit of style, does not seem to have 
proceeded from the pen of that clear and straightforward 
business man who drew up Henry's charter. As propmsus 
and benignitas occur again in those few pages of Quadri- 
partitus'^ which are the author's own work, as inflated lan- 
guage was his foible, and as we know him to have altered 
another part of this charter as well,^^ I consider the line in 
question was invented by him. 

20. From a mere flourish we pass lastly to a forgeiy. 
In one class of MSS., altogether the least correct of all, 
the king is made to grant, at the end of his charter, * to 
the monks of the present church the liberties, dignities, and 
royal customs once confirmed to them by the charters 
of kings.' Need we prove that such a sentence was im- 
possible in a very solemn document composed no doubt by 
the most practised chancery officials ? While all the articles, 
true to the character of a general charter of liberties, con- 
cern either the whole nation or certain recognised classes 
and estates of the commonwealth, this pretended grant 

*• See originals printed by Ti\xch, Journ. BHt. Anhicol, Ass. xxix. 236. 
M P. 78, 84. 5e« above, 12. 
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deals with one church. While genuine charters to an eccle- 
siastical house mention either its head or its place, here 
the grantee is prciesens ecciesia. While they specify the single 
privileges of immunity in legal terms, here the expressions 
are of vague Indistinctness. While they quote names of kings 
who had formerly granted such liberties, the forger speaks 
only of re^tm. But which church did he mean ? Certainly 
a monastic one enjoying large political privileges at least as 
early as Edward thu Confessor's reign. Could he devise his 
forgery for the benefit of each of the twenty monasteries or 
more which belonged to that h'v^h rank ? A French trans- 
lator ^ took indeed pracsens for all the cglises keore sunt (while 
another copyist, usinc^ a Canterbury volume, imagined the 
Christchurch monks to bemeant).^' In fact, however, such a 
general monastic tendency, if it ever existed, did not gain its 
purpose, as Worcester, St. Albans, Rochester, Hexham and 
Bury St. Edmunds^ kept free from this forgery, which on the 
other hand is received in at least five books not owned by 
English monks. He rather meant by praesens one particular 
church, viz., the present monastery where, as he read in the 
last line, the charter was given, i>. Westminster. We saw 
above how it is only this version that mentions Gilbert Crispin. 
Hardly any doubt can now remain that this name was in- 
terpolated, and the passage in question was forged by a 
Westminster monk. 

21. The manuscripts may be divided into seven classes, 
i. The orit^inal sent to Worcestershire is represented first by 
Fl, i.e. I' lorencc of Worcester's short abstract of articles i, 
12, 13, 10, under the year 1 100. This abstract serves to show 
that at least one deviation of the other representative of this 
class was not yet in its original : Fl has retinuit [lo] where 
the rest of the MSS. give retinui^ while Sc 2 has tenui,^'* By 

" See below, 38. See below, 27 : Cant 

See above, notes 3, 13. 

*' It must not be called a summary of the whole charter. 

*' Sc 2 therefore was not the source of any other ^!S. ; cp. omnino, 9, and the 
omissions mth^ 6 ; <r<w, lo ; suarum ; propria^ 11. Address and list of witnesses, 
on the other band, prove (hat Sc 2 does not d^trad on the following classes. 
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8e 2 the editors design the second entry of our charter in 
Scaccarii liber rubeus> f. i63v.» of the thirteenth century. A 
copy of Sc 2 two centuries later exists in K Z, tjs, the Cottonian 
codex Claudius D II, f. 41.^ Sc 2 exhibits sdtogether the best 
text 

22. if. The original sent to Hertfordshire was copied at 
St. Albans. This copy, which I call Alb,'''* is lost and has to 
be rcconbtructcd from two versions of the annals of this house. 
Version a exists under the year 1 100 in Wcndover, in Paris's 
greater chronicle, and in his ' liistoria Ani^lorum ; ' I call these 
three authorities Albwa, Aibpa, and Albk respectively.*'^ As 
AlbpaandAlbh share ail thefaultsofAlbwa,^'addsome of their 
own, and correct Wendover nowhere, they seem derived from 
him.®* I shall call the second entry of the charter, under the year 
1 2 1 5, version b. Here also Wendover,^ whose text I call Albwb, 
IS faithfully followed byAlbpb, Paris a. 1213.^ This ver- 
sion b does not depend on ^ as it avoids a's faults ; but it forges 
Bodand's title." Paris here commits an error of his own» 
anticipating five words from article 4 in 3, 3. — In the footnotes 
below I shall designate by Alb the variations common to 
all these five texts of St. Albans. 

23. iii. The Rochester version, the lost prototype of which 
I call hrl, is represented by two manuscripts, viz. H and EL 
By the symbol H editors are long used to denominate the 
Xextus Roifensis^^ written about 1 140 and therefore the 

• Cp. my Leges Angl. § 28. I have not collated K 3. 

" The omiasion {jftOis) and the addition (re^ in 6 as wdl as tid^ (8) and 

fatris (2) prove that Alb was not the source of the other classes. 

• I collated them in the editions of Coxe, ii. l6l ; Luard, ii. 11$; and 
Madden, i. 177. The Hist. Afi^/orum, a. 1213, quotes the charter (without 
S^Mating ii) firom *£fist* /fegum,' i.e, Wendo^ or Cion. Maiora. 

*^ OnuUingiMMd^ rtgni, l ; im^rvmi*, 1,1; adding Aif before TesHbuSf and 
altering veilet into volturit^ 3> i > Aa^Mcr into Aomnes, 4» 2 ; and aUemm aiiU' 
ussorum meorum into fratrts, 8, 

Aibpa is less good (omitting o^ere^ ii), and Albh least correct (see the same 
place, and gukquam, 1,1). 

• Ed. Hewlett, ti. 84. ••Ed. Luard, ii. 552. «» Above, 4. 

•« I herewith beg to express my cordial thanks to the Vc'ry Rev. the Dean 
and Chapter of Rochester, and eipecially to iheir courteous H* r:i'-ian, Rev. G. M. 
Livett, who kindly ullowcd me to work in their veneiable catiioural in July 1893, 

J^J^S.— VOL. vin. D 
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oldest MS. of ail. Rl means the Bodleian codex Rawlinson 
C 641, written about 11 80. I have remarked before how 
nearly akin Ri is to H. One would indeed suppose that Rl 
did merely copy our charter from H, if it did not avoid two 
very slight mistakes of H.*^ The first line of this version 
shows sufficiently that hrl was not the source of the other 
classes ; besides it is guilty of some omissions as well.** The 
Rochester origin of hrl is based on the appearance here only 
of the name of GundulfJ® 

24. iv. Richard, prior of Hexham, entered about 1140 a 
copy of our charter in his chronicle under the year 1 135. His 
text has come down to us in a manuscript of the thirteenth 
century, in which the scribe may be responsible for some 
errors. I call this text, which I collate from Mr. Howlett's 
edition/' Hang. Trifling omissions^ and some faults ^ prove 
that Haug cannot have been the source of one of the other 
versions. On the other hand Haug retains the beginning 
line more faithfully than hrl, the only version coeval with (or 
a little older than) Haug. This good text has been hitherto 
unduly neglected. 

25. V. The Cottonian MS. Domitian viii, f. 118,'^ which I 
call Jha^ contains a fragment written at the end of the twelfth 
century. The writer broke off in the middle of article 6, 
leaving the back page blank, ilc copied, with a good many 
faults of his ownj^ a text which was better tlian any of 
the other versions. 

26. vi. The legal compiler of 11 14, called Quadripartitus'^ 
((^nadr. below), begins his second book with our charter 

* Trofuact. R. Hist. Soc. N.S. vii. 102. * 3i i » Pro^ 6, i. 

* barmum vei komimttm mionm, 8 ; ni aj^i it faroH tkU, it. Rl alone 
leaves out graviter michi, 14, I. ** See ftbovei 911 

" Chronicks of Stephen (Rolls Ser.) iii. 142 ; cfL lv« 
" baronibus^ Prol. ; sicut iustum fuerit^ S, I. 
" eutiotUbus, i ; txpOHO kic partest i, 2, 

I owe a copy of the fiist and last lines to fkut kindncsi of Hiss M. T. 
Martin. 

Cf. my QuadripartUuSy p. 63, about another work contained in Dm. Tki* 
text of our charter did not form a part of the Quadripartitus. 

" gratia^ i ; iustis^ 6, i. " See my QuadripartituSt p. 150. 58. 
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headed by a prologue. He distinguishes himself from all 
the other versions by his addition of a whole line, by hts 
alteration of the witnesses,^ and by his omission of article 12. 
As he avoids, however, their mistakes, he must have used, at 
least indirectly, a lost original He is the first author who 
embodies the charter in a collection. From there the 
charter, together with the end of the prologue, found its way 
into the ' Leges Henrici I.,' a contemporary compilation which 
I call Hn. Hn introduces rubrics of its own.'^ Hn's best 
codex is Sc, i.e. the first entry in Scaccarii liber rubeus, fo. 
16, written about 1230. A corrector emended some clerical 
errors and collated the other class of Hn-MSS., viz, the London 
one.*' Sc is a good copyist of the Quadripartitus text, but 
still falls into a few errors,*' Sc in its turn was copied by 
Hg f 5, i.e. the MS. Hargrave 313, written about 1260, and 
in Simond3 d'Ewes's book Harley 311 f. 40, both in the 
British Museum. The latter is collated with K2. The other 
class of Hn's MSS., viz. the London one, deviates as far as 
our charter is concerned in most respects ^ from Hn, tending 
towards the Westminster class (See below, 27). While Hn 
used the earliest Quadripartitus edition, those MSS. of 
Quadripartitus itself which contain our charter belong to 
two later editions.®* One of them is represented by the 
Cottonian codex Titus A 27, f. 152, of about 1220, called T.** 
The other exists in four MSS., viz. M f. 81 v., written about 
1 150, once Macro's, now Mr. J. H. Gurney's;®® Hk f. 100, 
written about 1200, i.e. no. 228 at Holkham ; Br, i.e. Bromton's 
chronicle,"^ edited by i wysden, and Fr.^** Fr was written by 
a French derk in the beginning of the thirteenth century, 

« See thaw, 12, 19. ™ See above^ 14. 

CmrefttUy to be cUatingnislied from Sc a ; above, 2i« 

et assensu, t. iniuHf is omitted, l, 2 ; cf. strfah't, 4 ; instus, 4, i. 

Loud, agrees however with Hn = Quadr. in sup^m^ I, a ; sicut bmi^niUUt 
etc II. •* Cf. my Quadr. p. 64-70. 

» T writei €um dmot 6 ; acta, 9 ; and omiU aW, 7, i. 

M writes enooeously dtkanhirt 6^ and omiU meomm, 7. 

Br. omits reg»t^ I ; omnrs, l, 2 ; adds fore isfas, I, 2 ; cfi abov^ 17, 
w Fr. omits sh e uxor, 4, I, together with M aad Br. 
•• He writes Edovard% 

D 2 
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It is preserved in the French archives and thence printed by 
A. Teulet"** According to Mr. H. Hall it was drawn up 
most likely in 12 16-7 for the information of Lewis (VIII)'s 
English government. Fr omits and corrupts a good deal,** 
but at other places seems to attempt refinements of style.^ 
Variations occurring in Sc and the four Quadripartitus MSS. 
will be noted under the symbol ' Ouadr.' 

27. vii. The last class, which according to the two reasons 
given above [20] is to be localised at Westminster,®^ may 
be called West, It is represented by several classes of MSS. 
The oldest is Regi'itrum vetus episcopatus Glasguensis, f. 25, 
written about 1 225. Its edition, by C. Innes,^* will be col- 
lated below under the symbol Gi It has omissions,®* 
additions,®^ and alterations®^ which are in no other MS. In 
one case Gl reads $sse concede instead of factOy where Haug 
also has amcedo [i, \\ I formerly thought this was a reason 
for presuming that Gl and Haug were akin. If so, Gl would 
have used two classes of MSS.^ But this toincidence may be 
a mere chance.*** 

In the 'Leges Anglorum saec. XIII in. Londoniis col- 
lectae,' * which I shall call here Lond, the Guildhall compiler 
included the ' Leges Henrici,' of which our charter forms 
the first and second cliapter. Lend, ofters however, besides 
Quadr.-variations,^ West's two characteristic interpolations, 
viz. the monks' privilege and C rispm. It clearly uses two 
different versions. As it commits errors of itsown;^ it cannot 
have been the source of the other MSS. It exists in three 



'I^ydtes (111 Tr&or des chartes' (Inventaires et Documents), I. p. 34, 
English Hist. Rev. 1894, 326. This paper drew my attention to Fr. 

** tarn Francis^ Prol. ; eius^ I, i ; cum ierrusua, 3, 2 ; mortuo marito^ 3, 3, 

** See ftbove, 17. 

The remaining deviations of West, are but trifling ; ft leaves OUt four wit- 
nesses and the last line, it alters ijuoniam, I, i ; hiiSf 6. 

For the JBannatyne Club, ii. p. 591, with facsimile ; cC i. p. x. (* I2th 
cent.') liiL nialas comtutudines^ i» 2 » ^o^o 12. 

aliommt 8 ; and see ab(M«, 17. *" piSdmt^ % ; nete^ 9, 

•» As Lond certainly did. Above, i6w 

' Cf. my Xn^er die Leges, etc. p. 70. * Above, 26. 

• €tgcnttSt 7, I i promptly II ; and above, 17. 
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Guildhall volumes of the first half of the fourteenth century, 
viz. K2 (Cotton Claudius D II, f. 44V Go (Corpus College 
Cambridge 70^ p. 76), and Or (Oriel College, Oxford, 46 f. 
39). Here, as in other pieces of this compilation, Or is nearer 
akin to Co than to Co was collated, by a contemporary 
corrector, with T or a text almost identical with T * A 
variation occurring in K2, Co, Or will be ascribed to Lund, 
in the footnotes below. 

Another class of West, manuscripts is represented by HI 
and S. By HI I designate Harley458, f. 3, of the bep^inning 
of the thirteenth century.'^ By S editors are used to denomi- 
nate Harley 746, f. 59, of the fourteenth century.** Readings 
common to HI and S may, as these two MSS. do not depend 
on each other, be ascribed to their lost source, his. 

VI, Cotton Vitellius E. V., f. 180 (formerly i66),« of the 
sixteenth century, seems to be a slavish copy of S, judging 
from characteristic faults in this and sevenother Anglo-Norman 
legal pieces contained in both. 

CuLt^^^ Cotton Vespasian C.XIV.,f. 129, was written in the 
beginning of the seventeenth century. The copyist contends 
in the heading that the monks' privilege concerned Canterbury, 
most probably only because he drew our charter, as he him- 
self says, cx libra carianan ardiicpiscopatus Carituariensis}^ 

28. HI, f. 4 contains a French translation of the charter. 
I shall call it Hlf. Its handwriting is of the middle of the 
thirteenth century, As Hlf does not share all the errors of 
Hl,'^ the translator must have inspected Hi's source again. 
I subjoin this translation to my text below. I owe a com- 
plete copy to the kindness of Miss M. T. Martin.^^ 

* Without connection with K 3, the later entry in the cane volume, above, ai. 

* de, 1 ; veroy 10. * See last line and my Uher die Leges, p. 2. 

' III skips a line in 3, 3, and ej^ends the compesidium (r anumg the witaessea 

erroneously into Galfrido. 

* S alone reads misericordia in the prologue. 

■ The volume was confusedly bound, and afterwards damaged by fite. 
^ I owe some excerpts to the kindness of Miss Martin* 

" See above, 3. 

" homin' - , . Pml. ; the line 3, 3, wanting in HI, is in Hlf, 
Mr. ii. iiaii hab been good enough to collate the proof. 
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The translation is verbal ; date and witnesses are omitted 
and very few insignificant words" added. The word praesens^ 
which in 14a has a local meaning, is translated by oret as if 
it were temporal. Though the spelling sometimes shows a 
tendency to approach the French Koanif as a rule the Norman 
vowels are clearly to be distmguished ; cp. the u instead of 
Parisian o or oh, -auent for -oient^ -ein for- am^ and -iii for 'oit}^ 
For ehts amma the translator writes ^arme» The dictionaries 
notice this form for Affu^ as they do some other words which 
do not seem to be very often iised.'^ As the Anglo-Saxon 
words lage ^Xi^ geld are retained, it is clear that tlic transla- 
tion was addressed to Englishmen. H\{ tnayhe a mere copy 
of a lost original. But we look in vain for forms which had 
become obsolete by the middle of the thirteenth century.^^ 
That Hlf was rather the translator's autograph appears 
probable from four places where some letters with which he 
at first intended to begin a word have been crossed out and 
replaced by others, while, as it would seem, the work was 
still in prc^ress.'^ 

[Prof. H. Suchier, of Halle, who has been good enough to 
look through the French text/^ kindly informs me that the 
translator's home was Normandy, and not England. Forms 
like purtemuent for "iientt muirt for muiret, muneur for 
muneeurj look Anglo-Norman indeed ; but the ie correctly 
preserved in twenty places seems too good for an English- 
man, who would have been sure sometimes to substitute an e. 
Nor do we meet with the English way of spelling and 
(U instead of an^ -s, and ei. The cancelled letters fac/t also 

M wmit; tum^fbettresque^ 1,1. 

** turtmif I ; amtir^tms^ i, 1 ; nuhmttt I, I ; sHgnun, Ittr, 2, 1 ; dufm^ iuaire, 

3f 3 J suluncy 8 ; ancesurs, 8, I ; purkmumt^ 6 ; pets, 12 ; stbtUt I, I ; «»r 8. 

•* nundreiittrel, i, i (see Godcfroy, s. v. nendrMtmrUr) ; acovenaneiar ^ {gMt 
aconv,) ; cnmaladir^ 1 \ nt iQt modern 7, I, " 9. 13; li. 

The spoiadical dental at the end ciamnidktvi or die letcntion of a/, ^'/ (f<» 
later , gu) in a/int, 3, 2, aUrtd 6, mids 6, ptoves nodung. 
See notes 5, 9, 11, 13. 
" I'or some forms which puzzled me, a? veilk (for vueiUf), and preceUt (for 
proc\ this scholar quotes parallds from his unequalled knowledge of the Middle- 
Frendi language. 
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betray a Norman hand intending to write ftKhe^ while the 
Anglo-Norman form would have been face^ 

29. The charter has been printed at least 32 times ; 
among them 18 times from St Albans MSS. Archbishop 
Parker edited it in in his* Matthew Paris^' from Albpa 

and Alpb. Two reprints appeared at ZOrich in 1589^' and 
1606. Wats edited ' M. Paris' anew in 1640, and his edition 
was reprinted at Paris in 1644, and at London in 1684. 
The French and the English translators of ' IMalthevv Taris/ 
Huillard-BrehoUes and Giles, used Wats. Coxe and Hewlett 
edited the charter in their editions of Wendover ; Madden 
and Luard in theirs of ' Matthew Paris.' In Twysdcn's 
' Historia; Anglicanae scriptores X ' it was published '^'^ in 1652 
from Haugustaldensis (now superseded by Raine's^^ and 
Howlett's editions) and from Bromton ; Hearne published it 
from H in his ' Textus Roffensis' in 1720. This text was 
repeated by Blackstone in i759»^ whom Stubbs ^ in 1874 
followed. Innes printed Gl in 1843, and Teulet Fr in 1863. 

3a While the precedent editions each adhere to one 
manuscript; the following editors give a few variations from 
different versions. R. Twysden edited for Wheloc's collections^ 
printed in 1644, * Leges Henrici ' from Sc, and collated their 
text of our charter with Sc 2 and M. Paris. Somner" 
edited these Leges again, adding a collation of the charter 
from H. In the ' Statutes of the Realm ' it was printed in 
1 8 10 from II and collated w ith Sc and Sc 2 (which are there 
called Rl and R2). Thorpe -' repeated in 1840 Somner's 
work, adding but a few readings from K2, while Schmid ^ 
collated in 1858 all the prints (liaug excepted). Lastly, 
B^mont^' gave, in 1892, Blackstone's text, collated with Sc. 

p. 73 a. iicn and ^ai «• 1213. 

*' P. 53. 230, *- c. 310. 102 1. 

Surtccs Soc. 44 a. 1864. Stevenson tnmslated Richard i>r I lcxham. 
** The Great Charttr^ p. iv. n. 2, •* Select Chatters^ p. 100. 

* LttmianU Arekmbmomia^ p» 175. 

His work appeared in 1721 in WiUdns'a Le^s AnglosaxonUag^ 233. 
*^ i. Charters, p. I. « Ancimt ktwSt foL p» 215. 

•* Getetze der An^e/sat /ue», 432. 

" Charta dts ItberUs An^l. p. 3. lie sometimes confuses Sc and Sc 2. 
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31. My text retains the orthography of H, which I had 
intended to choose as a basis, but found in the course of my 
work often enough reason to deviate from. I shall relegate 
H's readings into the footnotes wherever they are certainly 
not authentic, on account of internal evidence^ or most likely 
not, because they stand alone against those of several of the 
other classes of manuscripts. 



JM,f Henricus* Dei* gratia* rex Anglorum* 



[ Worcestershire. 
Samsoni epii«opo et Ur- 
soni de Al - tot tt omnibus 
baronibus et fidelibus suis 
tarn Fiancigenis quam 
Angligenis deWizccestie- 
scira 

salutem. 



Hertfordshire* 
Hugcmi de Boclandevice- 

coniiti* ct omnibus fideli- 
bus suis tam Francis ' 
quam Anglis in Hertford- 
scire * 



Roch. Haug. Dm. Quadr, 

ihitm.] 
omniV)us' baronibus et 
fidelibus suis " tam '** 
Fraacigeais quam 
Anglis ^ 



[i] Sciatis me Dei misericordia ^ et*' communi consilio*' 
baronum ^ regni ^ Anglise eiusdem regni ^ regem corona- 
£1,1] turn" esse. Et quia** regnum oppressum erat iniustis* 

exactionibus,^ ego, respectu*** Dei et amore"^ qiiem erga'** 



vos omnes^^' habco/'- banctain 



Dei ajcclesiam imprimis^ 



• Carta regis llcnrici I, filii regis Willelmi, dc libcrtatibus concessit Anglis. 
El habuit cjuililiet comitans'S tnlem .S> 2 ; In"ritn':i( ints IL-nrici regis //. Af. Hk \ 
Incipiuni leges il. r. Anglorum 7 ; Magna carta li. i. r. Anglie Gl. \Kubr(U in 
&€, Loud, pertwmi ad * I^ge* Hmriei.*} * primus add. Att^ A^k»i 

Anno incarnationis doniinicx MCI. Hcnricus, filius Willelrai regis, post 
obitum fratris sui Willclmi, Dei g -'!>■? * D. g,om. Sc 2. * misericordia 5". 
• Anglie Ai^. " iusticiario Anglie All/wb. Albpb. ' Francigenis Albwb. 
Albpb. " Heref. At&wa. Albpa. Albh j Herit Alpb. • hominibus add. 

HI % coinitibia add. S. b. et am. M. Hat^. " s. t F. q. A. enu hrL 
" Quadr ; t. F. q. A. am, Fr. " Francis Quadr. Lond. S» '* et 

Quadr. Anglicis Haug. Gl. his. Cant. ; totius Anf:'1ic Haug, 

m. D. Haug', de Co. Or. " gnXva. Dm. "* am. Dm. et 

asscnsu add. Lond ; add. inter Un, Sc, * totius add. hrl ; meorum add. Br. 
Loud. " regino T; am. Br* ** e.r. ^m. Aiiwa. AUfa. Atbh. " om. 
Sc 2. hrl. M; inter Hn. Sc. " e.c. Alb. quoniam Dm. GL Lond; 

quod ///. occasionibus et add. Land; multis Dm. ^ actionibus Haug, 

*■ D.r. hrl; misericordie add. Lond. amoris Br. illos et add. Lciui. 

•» am. Sc 2, hrl. Br, «» gero Br, " I cam Lond* »* ec. D. Gl. 
$m* Alhtua* Albpeu 
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liberam facio:^ ita quod nec"* vendam nec ad firmam 
ponam nec, mortuo archiepiscopo sive^*^ episcopo sive^^ 
abbate, aliquid *^ accipiam de dominio *^ aecclesiae vel de ^ 

[I, 2] hominibus eius/^* donee successor in earn ingrediatur. Et 
omnes*® malas consuetudines, quibus regnum Angliae 
iniuste opprimebatur, inde aufero : quas malas *® consuetu- 
dines ex*^ parte hie*'* pono 
[2] *3 Si quis " baronum meorum,*** comitum sive aliorum 
qui de me tenent, mortuus fuerit, haeres suus " non redimet *® 
terram suam, sicut faciebat'®* tempore fratris*® mei, sed 

[2, I] legitima®'* et iusta relevatione®^ relevabit eam. Similiter et^^ 
homines baronum meorum legitima ^* et iusta relevatione ^ 
relevabunt ^ terras suas de dominis suis. 
[3] ®* Et si quis baronum ®^ vel aliorum ''^ hominum meorum 
filiam suam nuptum tradere voluerit, sive sororem sive 
neptem^"* sive cognatam/* mecum inde loquatur.^^ Sed 

l3, I] neque " ego aliquid de suo pro hac licentia accipiam, neque 
defendam ^ ei quin eam det, excepto si eam vellet 

[3, 2] iungere inimico ®^ meo. Et si, mortuo barone vel alio 

■* concedo ffaug; esse concedo Gl. " eam add. Alb. Haug. Br. " seu 
Sc 2. Sc. hls'f vel Alb. Huug. Fr. Lond ; om. Br. Gl. ■* vel Albwb. 

Albpb. Albh. Haug. Br, Sc. Fr. j nec Gl. ** quicquam Albh ; inde 

add, Lond, his. de rebus ec. vel de ho. eorutn accipiam, donee Gl, 

" dominico Kl. Lond. S. ; dno M; rebus Gl, " om. Sc. Br, om. 

Alb. Haug ; eorum Gl, ** eius pro in eam Fr, " om, Br. " om, 
Albh, Sc. ; o.i. Albwb, in ed, Hewlett, ** quidem add. Br, m.c. om. Gl. 
" in Alb. ; expono hie partes Haug ; ex p. om, Br, *' om, Quadr. ** sup- 
pono Quadr. Lond, ; fure istas add, Br, 

*• De relcviis dandis manus post, in marg. add. Sc 2, •* aliquis Haug, 

" c. m. hrl ; vel add. Haug ; sive add. Gl ; seu add. Or. *• vel Alb. 

eius Fr. " -mat Haug. Br. facere consueverat Alb j in cuiJ. Co, 

* patris Alb. iusta et leg. Albwa. Albh, hrl. Lond •* revela, 

revelabit Sc 2. om. Haug, •* iusta et leg. hrl. Lond. •» revela, 

revelabunt Sc 2. -bit Or, dominiis Gl. 

De mulieribus maritandis add. m. post, in marg. Sc 2. • meorum 

vel a. {om. Fr.^ hom. [h. a. (7/]. fi. Sc 2. Fr, Gl. Lond. " om, Quadr ; 

h. a. Gl, " om. Alb. [sed vide ann. 75] » nuptui Haug. Br. Lottd. ; 

nubitum Sc \ nuptiis Fr ; nuptam Gl, " v, t. Albh, " suam add. Lond, 

-tim hrl \ -tam Gl, Co. Or. nuptui add. Albh. Albwa, *• loquetur 

Haug. nec Co. Or, pro hac li, de s. al. Fr, *• ei d. Sc, ea H, 
•* iu. V. Haug. Sc. his. ; velit M. Lond', voluerit Br'y pro v. i. habet dare 
vellet Albivb, Albpb, ; dare voluerit Albwa. Albpa, Albh) dare velit Fr\ nubcre 
voluerit Gl, " om. Alb. Fr. Gl, m. i. Lond. •* meo vel a. ho., fi. 
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homine mco,** filia haeres remanserit, illam ^ dabo consilio 
[3» 3] baronum meorum cum terra sua. Et si, mortuo *® marito,'^ 

uxor eius remanserit ^ et sine liberis fuerit, dotem suam 

et maritationem ^* habebit ; ®* et ^ eam non dabo marito " 

nisi secundum velle suum. 
[4] Si vero uxor ^ cum liberis remanserit, dotem quidem 

et * maritationem * suam ^ habebit, dum * corpus suum 

legitime servaverit;* et eam non dabo *^ nisi secundum velle 
[4, I] suum. Et ' terrae et ® liberorum custos erit sive ^ uxor 

sive'° alius'* propinquorum, qui iustius esse debebit.'*^ 
[4. 2] Et precipio ut*^ barones'^ mei similiter"' se contineant** erga 

filios et filias vel uxores hominum suorum. 
[5] ^ Monetagium commune ^ quod capiebatur^ per civitates 

et comitatus, quod non fuit tempore regis *** Eadwardi.^ hoc 
[5, I] ne amodo sit,^'* omnino defendo.'''^ Si quis captus ^ fuerit,^^ 

sive monetarius sive^' alius, cum falsa moneta, iusticia^^ 

recta inde fiat 

, [6] Omnia placita et omnia ^ debita quae fratri meo debe- 

Sc 2 ; sive supcrscr. Rl ; sive H. " om. Sc. d. i. ; illam — 

remanserit om. M. Br. Or. ; eam non dabo marito nisi secundum consilium 
ba. Fr. cum add. Alb. c. t, s, om. Fr. *" mo. ma. om. Fr. 

viro hrl. om. Sc 2. Fr. ; r. ei. Haug. •* absque pro rem. et s. Fr. 

do. et ma. su. \pm. Br.^ ha. Quad. CI. suam a^</. Rl\ maritagium 

Alb. S; maritagium suum Fr. •* dum corpus suum legitime servabit <i</i/. 

Albpb. \ex art. 4] "* et — habebit \art. 4] om. Hi. om. Fr. 

De custude terre et heredis, mortuo tenente regis add. m. post, in marg, 
Sc 2. *• cum li. uxor Fr. om. Alb. Fr. ' suam et ma. ha. Alb. Lond ; 

in AUnvh. * maritagium Alb. S \ mariat. Fr. • om. hrl. CI ; supcrscr. Sc 2. 
* modo add. Br ; uxor add. Sc. » servabit Albw. Albp. Sc ; custodierit 

Lond, • marito add. Albwb. Albp. Fr. ' om. CI. • om. Alb. Haug, 
Co. Or; vero CI. ' s. u. om. M. Br. Fr. aliquisa^</. Lond. " aliquis/>. 
" -quiorum Co ; -quior Alb. Fr. K 2. Co ; -quarius /irl. " iustus .9f. 

** debet Alb ; debeat hrl. '* quod CI. Lond ; omnes add. LonJ. 

homines Albwa. Albpa. Albh. " bis scr. Sc 2 ; consimiliter Br. -nent 
Br. " vel Haug. Sc. T. CI. *» et Albwa. Albpa. Albh. Br. Fr. 

Lond. 

" Et atid. Lond. «* quidem CI. " capiatur Br ; capiunt Fr. 

per add. Haug. Quadr. E. r. 2 ; ^dw. r. AI ; Edw. r. Alb. Sc. 

Br ; Edouardi r. Fr. » ita Sc 2 ; Edw. reli,/ui. " fiat Alb. Quadr. CI. 
-nsio AL ^ monetar. s. a. c f. moneta ca. fuerit, iu. Gl. " fuit Lond. 
aliquis rt^d/. Lond. " r. i. Br \ iuslum/^viu. re. Fr. 

" om. Dm. •* xt'gi add. Alb. 
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bantur*^ condono,'^ exceptis rectis^^ firmis^* meis** et 
exceptis illis quix^ pacta ^ erant pro aliorum hereditatibus vel 

[6, I] pro eis ^ rebus quae *^ iustius aliis ^* contingebant. Et si 
quis^^ pro*' hereditate sua aliquid pepigerat/^ illud*® 
condono et omnes relevationes *® que pro rectis heredita- 
tibus pacte erant.**''" 
[7] Et si quis baronum veP^ hominum meorum** infirma- 
bitur,*' sicut ipse dabit vel dare disponet*** pecuniam suam, 

[7» I] ita datam esse concedo. Quodsi ipse preventus vel armis 
vel infirmitate pecuniam suam non dederit nec dare dis- 
posuerit, uxor suasive®' liberi aut parentes ^* aut"* legitimi 
homines *^ eius earn ^ pro anima eius ®^ dividant, sicut eis 
melius visum fuerit. 
[8] '' Si quis '* baronum vel ^* hominum meorum '* foris- 
fecerit,™ non dabit vadium in misericordia pecuniae sue," 
sicut faciebat ^ tempore *® patris mei vel ^ fratris mei,** 
sed secundum modum^* forisfacti** ita" emendabit sicut 



•» debebant Ifaug ; debeantur M; debentur Sc. Br. " cum dono T; corr, 
ex cum dono Cant. om. Alb. superscr. H. •» om. Sc 2. 

pro al. her. et heredibus pa. er. vel pro Land. om. Dm. " hiis 

Dm. Westm ; illis Alb. Br; aliis Fr, Cant. " om. Gl. ^ iuste Haug. 
** alios Albwa. Albpa. aliquis Fr. om. H \ aliquid pro h. s. Alb. Sc. 

*• -git Haug\ -gerit Dm. T. Lond; vel porrexerit add. Co. *• id Dm, 

revelat. Sc 2. *' am. Br. Fr. " rectibus Cant ; iustiu Dm. " -tationibus 

2 ; heredibus Lond ; desinit Dm. fuerant hrl ; sunt, erant Sc 2. 

" meorum vel [aliorum add. Gl. /.ond] ho. [meorum add. Fr] int j9r. Fr, 
CI. Lond, t>w. il/. -matur />. " -posuerit Alb ; -posuit J^r. 

HI ; -nat ^r. " morte add. Br. <7W. hrl \ vel a. vel i. prev. pec. 

Lond, nec Sc 2. Albwb. Albp. HI. •» vel hrl. Haug. « corr. 

ex vel Z^. leg. ho. aut px ei. Br. •» et ^/^. hrl. Haug. Gl. om. 

Fr ; et gentes add. Lond ; heredes minus recte supplet Teulety et emendare velit 
BSmont, " sui Albwa. Albpa. Albh. ** om. Quadr; pro a. ei. earn 

di. Alb. • ofrt, T\ sua Gl. ™ m. eis Sc 2. Haug. T. Br. Fr. 

Et add. Haug. ^' meorum culd. HI j hom aiiif. sed punctis supposiiis 

del. Sc. " meorum add. Gl. Lond ; b. v. h. m. om. hrl. ** aliorum 

add. Gl. »» hie om. Gl. foref. Gl. " tolius add. Quadr. his ; 

totus Af. [Cf. Dial. Scacc. ii. 16, * in misericordia regis de pecunia idem est ac si 
"de tota" dixissent.'] " o/w. hrl. Br. Gl. "temp. p. m. vel fr. 
m. assuetum erat, sed Lond. *• fratris add. sed punctis suppositis 

del. Sc. *» fra. vel p. mei Gl. « om. Alb. HI. et AUmb. Quadr 

om. Haug. »» f, m. Haug j forisCacture mo. nec ita Alb, -ctum Sc 

em. ita HI, 
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emendasset retro a tempore patris mei in tempore 
[8, I] aliorum antecessorum meorum. Quodsi perfidiae vel 
sceleris^ convictus^' fuerit, sicut^* iustum** fuerit,^* sic 
emendet.®'^ 

[9] ^«Murdra»» etiam retro ab ilia die qua" in regem ^ 
coronatus fui omnia ^+ condono ; et * ea quae amodo facta ® 
fuerint^ iuste® emendentur^ secundum lagam'^ regis Ead- 
wardi.'' 

[10] Forestas communi consensu " baronum meorum in 
manu mea ita retinui,'® sicut pater meus eas habuit** 

["] Militibus qui''* per loricas terras suas deserviunt 
terras dominicarum carrucarum suarum " quietas " ab 
omnibus geldis^ et ab*^ omni opere^ proprio dono" 
meo^ concedo, ^ut^ sicut tam ^ magno gravamine'^ 
alleviati^* sunt, ita^*^ equis^^ et armis se^* bene instruant, 



•• et aM Co. Or ; vel fratris adJ. Albiva. Albpa. AM ; et fratris mei add. Quadr, 
•» in t. om. Alb. »• om. Gt. Co. Or. Hl\ al. ant. me. am. Albwa. Albpa. 

Albh. Et si Gl, « cel. Rl, Fr. »* superscr. super damnatus ///. 

•* s. i. f. om. Haug. •» erit culpa pro iu. hi. Alb. crit Alb. Quadr, 

" -dabit Albh. Lond. 

De confirmatione legum Edwardi regis rubra Sc^ unde al. editores hinc 
alierum caput incipiunt. Murthra GL ab i. die retro q. Lotid, 

JJl. ; que ab ipso d. re. quo Gl ; quam add. Fr. ' illo Albwb. Albpa. 

Albh. hrl. M. Br. Lond \ ipso Gl\ ipsa HI, * quo AUnub. Sc. GL Lond. 
» rege T. « omnino Sc 2. Fr. * sed Albh. « acta T. ' sunt ///. 
• em. iu. Lond ; recte GL • -detur Sc 2 ; -dantur Sc. " legem Lond. 
*' Ua Sc 2', ..Ed. M Edovardi Fr\ Edw. reliqui. 

'* vero add. Co. Or. '* omni hrl. K z. Or\ omnium Co. '* consilio 
Alb \ concessu Fr\ assensu Gl \ assensu et communi consilio [cons. com. Co. 
Or.] Lond. '* om. hrl. Lond ; sic Quadr. tenui Sc 2 [sed retinuit recte 

Ftor. Wig. \ ; consiitui Gl. " om. Sc 2. " et retinuit add. A'2. 

^ autem Lond. * defendunt Alb. hrl. Br\ defendunt et des. Lond. 

terram dominicorum Fr. ** suas Rl. ; om. Sc 2. " -tam Fr. 

" gildis hrL M; gyldis Br. *» om. hrL Albwa. Albp. Albh. Br. " om, 
Albpa ; tempore condono et proprio Albh. ^ om. Sc 2. *■ m. d. Dr. 

" omnino add. Lond. ita add. Gl. " sicut benignitas mea propcnsior 

est in eis [meis pro in els A/], ita michi fidcles [fidcliores Loud] sint et culd. 
Quadr. Lond. »* a add. F. " tamen T\ ita Br. allevamine hrl. 

•* -vati Sc. Gl ; alicnati Fr ; s. al. ///. « in Alb. Fr. »' se eq. et 

a. b. hrl\ ar. et cq. Gl. " b. se Albwa. Albpa. Albh. Fr. Lond. 
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ut apti et parati sint ad servitium meum et ad 
defensionem regni mei. 
2] **Pacem firmam in^*"'' toto** regno meo pono et teneri 
amodo precipio. 

3] Lagam regis *^ Eadwardi vobis reddo ^ cum illis 

emendationibus quibus pater *° meus earn*' emendavit 

consilio baronum suorum.*' 
4] Si quis*^ aliquid " de meo*^ vel de rebus alicuius post 

obitum regis"* Willelmi,'^**^ fratris mei, cepit,*^ totum cito 
I] reddatur ®° absque emendatione. Et si quis inde 

aliquid*^ retinuerit, ille super quem inventum" fuerit 

graviter ^ michi ®* emendabit.®' 



Test. Mauiicio Lun- 
doniensi episcopo et Wil- 
lelmo electo Wintoniensi 
episcopo et Gerardo Here- 
fordensi episcopo et Hen- 
rico comite et Simone 
comite et Waltero Gifardo 
et Roberto de Munforde et 
Rogero Bigodo et Eudone 
dapifero et Roberto filio 
Hamoniset RobertoMalet. 



" Teslibus Mauricio 
Lundoniensi episcopo, 
Willelmo Wintoniensi e- 
lecto, Gerardo Hcrefor- 
densi episcopo, Henrico 
comite, Simone comite, 
Waltero Giffard comite et 
Rodberto de Monteforti, 
Rogero Bigodo et aliis " 
multis. 



Testibus M. Londonise 
episcopo et Gundulfo epi- 
scopo et Willelmo electo 
episcopo et Henrico 
comite et Simone comite 
et Waltero Giffardo et 
Rodberto de Monfort 
et Rogero Bigoto et IIen« 
rico de Portu. 



* at a. et p. s. om. hrl ; prompti et add. Lond^ ^ par. et a. sint Zend. 

*i sint et pa. ad //aug. om. T. G7. 

Aanc sententiam om. Quadr. pono in t. r, m. et Alb. om. Gl. 

« Et legem Lond. " E. r. hrl. « ita Sc 2 ; ^dw. M ; Edoua. Fr ; 
Edw. reliqui. * concedo Fr. ^ earn em, p. ra. cons. Sc ; earn p. m. 
em. cons. M. Br, T. Fr. »' suftrscr. H. cum add. Sc 2. Lond, 

" meorum M, Br. Gl \ meorum add. , sed punctis suppositis del. Sc. 

** aliquis Fr, de m. al. vel T; om. Gl. *• rebus meis Arl, 

" W. r. Sc 2. Arl', om. Quadr. »• fr. m. W. Quadr. " C9pit If; 

ceperit Fr. Gl. Lond ; ecclesie add. Gl. reddat Quadr ; sine em. r. Et hrl. 

" sine hrl. Br. « om. Br\^ '\. Fr. Co. Or. •» om. Gl. « f. i. M. 
Br. ; inve. bis scr,, sed punctis suppositis del. Sc, ®* m. g. ZT; g. m. om, HI. 
om. Gl. 

*' Presentis vero ecclesie monachis libertates [et add. Or; dig., lib. Cant.], 
dignitates regiasque [regias quoque S] consuetudines sibi per cartas regum olim 
coniirmatas concedo add. IVestm. 

** His add. Albwa. Albpa, Albh, " a. m. verba^ ut videtur^ annalistat S, 
Albani, ™ Mumf. AV. 
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[Haug. 
Teste Mftuiicio Lim* 

doniensi episcopo et Wil- 
lelmo electo Wintonie 
episcopo et Gentrdo Her> 
fordensi episcopo et Hen- 
rico comite et Simone 
comite et Waltero comite 
Gifardo et R. de Muntfort 
et Eudone dapifero et 
Rogero Bigoto. 



Qmdr. 
Te^ibus archiepisoo- 
pis,^' episcopis, comiti- 
btts," baronibus, vice* 
oomitibiiB et opiimatibas 
totitts rcgni Angliei 



WestmA 
Te!rtibns» Manricio" 

Lundonieri'^i episcopo ct 
Willeliuo eleclo'" Winto- 
niensi episcopo " et G.'* 
Herefordensi episcopo ct ^ 
G. abbate Crispino et** 
Simone comite et Heii> 
rico comite et Waltero 
comite " Gifikid et 
Rodberto de Munibrde. 



Apud"* Wcstmonasterium,'* quando coronatus®^* fui. 
Valete 1 ^ • 



Norman-Frencii Translation • of Henry I.'s 
Coronation Charter 

lPr9L\ Henri, par la gmce de Deu rei d'Englet^e, a tuz ses 
barons e a ses feals, Franceis e Engleis, saluz. 
[I] Sachiez, ke jo ^ar la misericorde de Dex e p^r le cowrmun 
cunseil des barons del reaume d'Englet^rre sui de meimes le 

[i, I] reaume rei curune ; e ke le reaume fu in«lt fffeve de nun* 
drcit^//^les demandes ; e jo, p«r le regard de Deu e ^ur 
I'amwr ke jo ai v^rs vtis tuz, tut al cunie'//cem^«t fai seinte 
eglise franche : si ke jo ne la venderai ne a ferme ne meterai 
ne, se arcevesqw^ muirt u evesq//^ u abbe, jo ne pr^ndcrai 
rien del demeinc dc 1 cglise u de ses huwmes, tresq?/^ sun 

ji, a] successur i seit entre. E tutes les males c?/jtumes, dunt le 
reaume d'Englet^e fu a tort greve, joes ^ en ost : lesq»«les 
males ctfrttunes jo met a pintle. 

" hanc teslium sericm fortasse scriptor Quadri^t^iUi composuit. '* ita T. Br. ; 
9m. Se. M, Fr» ** Tcstimonio Ckmi, '« eodesie M GL «m, 
GL l.ond. *• W. d. L^nd. " 9m. GL ; ep. et 9m» LontL 

" Galfrido ///. » et G. om. Lottd. ; et G. a. C. »m. Or. *• om. 

LofuL " om. Gl. Land, ** om. Lend. " filio Gl ; G. c. Catit. 

^ et R« de M. om. GL ** kmc lineam om. Alb. Haug. \ubi iamen Valete] 

iVistm* ;- A* W. q. c. fui add, mama /m/. [fart, ex T,] C9, Londoniam M, 
" f. c. Ar/. i/a Sc 2. Ifamg: om, krl. Quadr. 

' Here printed from Hlf ; see above 28. I put italics where the MS. has a 
compendium, and u for the vowel, V and J for the cuosooaQt^ while the MS. reads 
«, V and i indiscriminately. 

* I.A joe les, ^ iUau 
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[2] Se nul de mes barons u de cuntes u de alt/ies qui de mei 
tienent seit mort, sun heir ne rachatera pas sa t^rre, sicnm il 
faseit al tens mun frere, mes par leal e dreiturel relief la 
[2, 1] relevera. Ausi les huiwtxies a mes barons par leal e dreiturel 
relief releverunt lur teres de lur seignurs, 
[3] £ si aucun de mes barons u de mes autres huMrmes veille 
sa fielle* marier u sa suer u sa niece u sa cusine, si en 
[3, 1] par[lei]ont * od inei. Ne jo pur ccs cungie ricii del sucn ne 
prrnderai, ne ne li defend^^'ai, ke il ne la duinst, fors si il la 
[3, 2] vosist duner a mun enemi. E si un de mes barons muirt u 
aucun de mes altres hnwmes, e fielle remaigne eir, jo la durai 
[3, 3] od sa terre par le cunseil de mes barons. E si femme * remaint 
ap^'^5 sun seignur e seit sanz heir,^ ele avera sun duaire e sun 
manage, e jo ^ ne la durai fors a sa volente. 
[4] Mes si la feipime remaint e eit heirs/ ele avera sun dueire 
e sun mariage tant cume ele leaument se tendera ; e jo ne la 
[4, 1] durai fors a sun voleir. E garde de la tme ' as heirs sera la 
femme u aucun de lur pr^eceins ki mielz a dreit i devera estre. 
[4i 4 E jo cuma»t ke mes baruns ausi se cuntienge»t vers les fius 
e vers les fielles u vers les fe»»mes a lur huMmes. 
[5] La cnmmwe munee que hum pmieit par les citez et par 
les cuntez, ke ne fu pas al tens le rei Edward, ke co ne seit 
lS» I] mes, jo le defend del tut. Ki ke seit pris, u muneur u aiue, 
od false raunee, dreite justice en seit fete. 
[6] Tuz les plaiz e tutes les dettes ke Yium deveit a mun frere 
jos parduins, estre mes dreites fermes e estre les choses que 
furent acovenancic s pur aitrui h^'ntages u p?/r les choses ke 
£6, 1] mielz a dreit purtenouent a altres. E si aucun eit rien 
acovienancie pur sun hmtage, co 11 parduins jo,e tuz les reliefs 
que pur dreiz hmtages furent acoyenajvcies. 
[7] E se nul de mes barons u de mes hu^^mes enmaladira» 
sicuMf il dura u duner vodra sun aveir, eissi la grant jo estre 
[7, 1] donee. E se il par arme u par maledie muirt despurveme^i 

* * Cr. dintf pro dicere in R. Mont S. Hichd 411 ' j Svebier. 

* puaatmf. 

» reme ac/c/. ms. ; forsitan seqnentis verhi frimas litteras his scripsit auctor. 

• liberis Orig. ' The following line is wanting in HJ. • cum liberis Orig, 

• des add. sed lima transversa dcL ms. 
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ment ke il " sun avdr ne duinst ne ne devist, sa femme u ses 
eirs u ses parenz e ses leaus humes le partsnt pur s'arme, 
sicuxffe mielz lur sera visL 

[8] Se nul de mes huMines u de mes baixms eit forfait, il ne 
dura puint de gage en merct de sun aveir, sicum al tens mun 
pere u mun frere, mes sulunc la maniere del forfait eisstnt 
I'am^derat, sicam ii I'eust amende avant le tens mun pere al 
[8» i] tens mes ancesurs. £ se il est atemt de traisun u de felenie^ 
sicufwe dreit est, si Tamend. 

[9] Tuz Ics miiidres, des icci jur en ariere que jo fui corune a 
rci, jos p^i/ duins ; el tuz ces que des ore en avant serunt fait,'* 
par dreit soicnt a.mendez sulunc la lage le rei Edward. 

[10] Lcs forez par le cunseil cowmun de mes barons ai retenu 
en ma mein sicuwe mun pere ies out. 

[II] As chevaliers que desefvent lur t^nres par haub^/x:s jo 
lur gfant par mun propre dun, ke lur t^nres de lur demeines 
charues seient quites de tutes geldes e de tutes overaignes, 
ke, desi cum il sunt de giant grief alegie, si s'apdireillent bien 
de chevals e d'armes, ke il seient prest e ap<ireilHe a mun 
s^vise e mun reaume defendre. 

[»] < Jo met ferme pels en tut mun reaume e oomand k'ele seit 
des or tenue. 

(>3] Jo VMS rend la lage le rei Edward od celes amendes ke 

mun pere Tam^^da par le cunseil ses baruns. 
[14] Si nul hum eit pris 1 ien deu mien u del altri puis la mort 
lH> 0 le rei Guill'., mun frere, tost seit rendu sanz am^wdement. Si 
nul rien en retient, celui sur ki il sera truve^ grifm^«t le 

m'anit^/^dcra, 

[X4a] Jo grant as moines des egliseske ore ^'^ sunt franchises e 
dignitez e reaus custumes qit^ jadis lur furent conkrmees par 
les chartres as reis.^' 

despMrvenemeitt ms, " fadi add, sed de/, msj/brtiian pro dispostterit 
Mtctor fache, Le. fiiciat, scribere vthunat, " libori Orig, 

" ios add. sed deL ms. '* prist add. , sed del. ms. 

'» This sentence proves that Illf translated from the West, version ; see my 
introduction^ 20. " See ib. 20. 2& " X>ate and witnesses are wantii^ 
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